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New Study: Amoebae foster and help disperse MRSA

Study suggests airborne spread of MRSA
March 2006

A new study has serious implications for infection control
workers who are fighting to stop the spread of MRSA.
Researchers say they’ve found that MRSA infects and
replicates inside an amoeba species called Acanthamoeba
polyphaga. This species is prevalent in the environment and is
found in air, soil and water as well as on inanimate objects

amoeba with epidemic MRSA typically found in your home.
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Once inside the amoeba, MRSA replicates and can be shed by
amoebal cysts. Researchers are concerned because these cysts, especially
when dry, can become airborne and could spread MRSA. The study is the first
to suggest an airborne route as a source for MRSA.

Researchers say MRSA replication within amoebas can make the pathogen
more virulent and less resistant to antibiotics.

A link to the University of Bath’'s overview of the study is available here.

VIGILAIR® Fights Airborne Disease

The heating ventilation air conditioning (HVAC) system of a hospital provides an
ideal environment for pathogenic growth. Airborne microorganisms colonize
surfaces inside a hospital’s air handler because it provides moisture, food and
darkness. Hundreds of swab samples taken by FP Technologies from inside
hospital HVAC units have revealed viable colony forming units of many diverse
microorganisms.

By installing ultraviolet germicidal irradiation (UVGI) inside an air handler,
surfaces such as cooling coils and drain pans are sterilized by deactivating all
microorganisms. VIGILAIR® is the leader in providing the healthcare industry
with UVGI systems that are customized to meet the needs of each facility.


http://www.bath.ac.uk/news/articles/releases/mrsaamoeba280206.html

